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don't be fooled by me.
don't be fooled by the face I wear.
for I wear a thousand masks that I am afraid to take off.
and none of them are me.
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I give the impression that I am secure,
that confidence is my name and coolness my game;
that the water is calm and I'm in command,
and that I need no one.
but don't believe me, please.
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don't be fooled by me.
I sometimes create a mask to hide behind,
a mask to shield me from the glance th.at knows.

but such a glance is my salvation.
that is, if it's followed by acceptance, if it's followed by love.
it is the only thing that will assure me of what I can't assure myself;
that I am worth something.
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but I don't tell you this, I don't dare.
I'm afraid that you'll think less of me,
that you'll laugh at me.
I play my game with a facade of assurance.
and so begins the parade of masks.
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I tell you everything that is really nothing,
and nothing of what's really everything.
so when I'm going through my routine,
don't be fooled by what I'm saying.
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don't pass me by.
the nearer you approach me, the blinder I strike back.
I fight the very thing I cry out for.
you alone can remove my mask.
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who am I you may wonder. I am someone you know very well.
for I am every man you meet and I a m every woman you meet.
I am you.
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